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Explanation of the Problem: Colleges seem to care more about there football 
teams than they do their students in today's world. They pay the football staff 
millions of dollars to make these athletes perform and win championships yet 
studies have shown that many athletes struggle in academics. Some even read at a 
fifth grade level. As tuition continues to rise for the rest of us, MSU and colleges 
around the country continue to shovel money into their athletic division because 
they generate popularity (money) for the university.  More need to be done to draw 
the attention back on the academics than the athletics. 

Research: (All research falls into three areas: Fact, Opinion and Guess. 
• Facts: 
1. In 1979 the cost of a single credit at MSU was $24.50. Source
2. In 2014 that same single credit cost $440. An increase of 18 times. Source
3. Following his Rose Bowl victory Mark Dantonio now revives and annual 

compensation of $3.64 million dollars. Source
4. The President of the University Lou Anna Simon has a salary of $520,000. 

Source
5. Jayson Grassi, a 2014 graduate from MSU has $16,000 of student loan debt 

after 6 years of college.  (248)-819-8777
6. A study of 183 UNC-Chapel Hill athletes found that 60% read at a fourth and 

eight grade levels. 8% to 10% read at a third grade level. Source
7. In 2013 MSU's athletic department had a budget of $90 million. Source
8. 46% of 2012 MSU graduates carried an average student loan debt of $24,987.

Source
9. In the last two years, $34.5 million has been spent to upgrade Spartan 

Stadium. Source
10. Spartan Stadium holds 75,005 people. Source
• Opinions: 
1. The football coach is grossly overpaid to contribute nothing but head injuries 

to mankind. 
2. Sports should never come before academics. 
3. Students are attracted to MSU because of the sports teams and the culture 

that comes with the “Spartan” mentality. 
• Guesses: 
1. MSU will continue to increase the budget to the Athletics.
2. Tuition will also continue to rise.

State a question that you will work toward solving: How can we change the focus 
of MSU back to it's founding goal of providing quality, affordable, higher education? I
believe one can use the athletic department to their advantage in a sort of, “The 
enemy of my enemy is my friend” situation. I believe that tickets to sporting events 
should be given to students with higher GPAs for free. A 3.2 GPA or higher should do 
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nicely. This will encourage students to do well in classes because who doesn't like to 
get stuff for free. When people gets things for free, they tend to take advantage of 
them. It's like getting coupons in the mail. One feels obligated to use them. So The 
increased concessions sales from people who wouldn’t normally go to sports games 
should make up the difference of the lost ticket sales. Students can also resell the 
tickets to make a little extra money on the side. So the possibility to go to sports 
events or make a little extra money will encourage to do well in school. This increase
in academic performance will lead to more funding for such programs. In a similar 
way winning the Rose Bowl led to a pay raise for Mark Dantonio. With Spartan 
Stadium's immense capacity, profits all around could be tremendous. 


